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Underutilized and 
Fantastic Woody Plants:

Shrubs!





Gardens of the Big Bend 



Research



Plant People



Volunteer Support

Members of Gardening Friends actively volunteer 
at NFREC and raise funds to develop and 

maintain Gardens of the Big Bend



Gardens of the Big Bend 
No.

Magnolia Garden 200+

Crapemyrtle Planting 135

Discovery Garden 300

Dry (Xeric) Garden 140

Conifer/Cycad Garden 55



UF-NFREC in Quincy, FL:
Gardens of the Big Bend



Plant/Garden Resources



Generally Available

Can be found at many garden 
centers and "big box" stores
Branded, trademarked or patented 

plants with big marketing campaigns

Mass produced through tissue culture

Common yet not used enough



Dyckia spp. ‘Grape Jelly’



Dyckia spp. ‘Grape Jelly’



Dyckia



Soft Caress ® Mahonia



Muhly Grass: 

 Purple Haze

 Fast Forward

 Morning Mist 

 Morning Cloud



Camellia October Magic® Series
 Sasanqua-type hybrids 

 Orchid*



Camellia October 

Magic® Series
 Sasanqua-type hybrids 

 Orchid, Rose*, Magic Carpet, 
Bride, Dawn, Ivory*, Ruby, 
Snow



Rose-of-
Sharon or 
Althea: 

Z 7-9
FS-PS
Tolerant of 
drought, 
heat and all 
but wet 
soils



Rose-of-Sharon or 
Althea: 

 Sugar Tip ®

 Blueberry 
Smoothie ®

 More on the way



Rose-of-Sharon or Althea: 

 Lil Kim® & Blue Chiffon ®



Oakleaf Hydrangea: 

 Ruby Slippers – white flowers turn pink

 Munchkin – white flowers turn pink

 Queen of Hearts – white flowers turn pink

 Pee Wee – compact (shown below)



Chastetree or Vitex



Chastetree or Vitex: 

 Lots of breeding

 New releases are compact and 
floriferous:

 Pink Pinnacle®

 Daytona Heat®

 Danica Pink

 Petty Blue

 Dale White

 More on the way . . .



New! Dark-leaved Crapemyrtles

Magic – Ebony – Delta Jazz



Delta Jazz® 

& Delta 

Series

 Also Delta Eclipse™, 
Delta Breeze™, 
Delta Flame™ 



Ebony = Black Diamond™

 Foliage much darker than 
previous releases; color 
lasts all summer

 Expected to grow 6-10 ft
tall

 Bred by Cecil Pounders, 
USDA-MS



Ebony = Black Diamond™

 Ebony: Glow, Fire, 
Flame, Embers 

 Ebony and Ivory



First 

Editions® 

Magic™ 

 Moonlight Magic™ 

 Midnight Magic™ 





Other New Crapemyrtle Series

 Razzle Dazzle™

 Barnyard Favorites™

 Princess™

 Enduring Summer™

 Early Bird™



'Ann' Magnolia

 Also ‘Jane’, 
‘Betty’, ‘Susan’ 
and others



Jon Jon Magnolia



'Jon Jon' 
Magnolia



Butter-
flies



Magnolia macrophylla var.
Asheii



Magnolia macrophylla var.
Asheii



Worth the Hunt

Can be found at some 
specialty wholesale nurseries, 
"better" garden centers and 
Internet/mail-order nurseries



Yellow-bells  -
Yellow Elder: 

Bells of Fire™

Sangria

More on the way



Gardenia 'Variegata'



'Elizabeth 
Coleman' 

Holly
Ilex 'Elizabeth 

Coleman'

 Dense, dark green 

holly probably 

growing upright-

rounded or pyramidal 

for use as a 

specimen or screen

 Dense berries along 

most stems

 Tom Dodd Jr. 

selection 





Camellia fraterna hybrid ‘Snow Blizzard’



×Gordlinia grandiflora

Hybrid of Franklinia and Gordonia



×Gordlinia grandiflora 



Gordlinia ‘Sweet Tea’



Osmanthus
fragrans var. 
aurianticus



Osmanthus
fragrans

'Fudingzhu‘
Aka

Nanjing 
Beauty



Polyspora axillaris

Fried Egg Tree



Polyspora

axillaris

Fried Egg Tree



Lagerstroemia fauriei 'Fantasy'

Fantasy Japanese Crapemyrtle





‘Woodlander’s Chocolate Soldier 
(L) & ‘Townhouse’ (R)



Isn't This Cool!!!

Perhaps available in the future, 
or buy from Internet/mail-
order nurseries, or leverage 
your contacts with botanic 
gardens, researchers and 
breeders 



Rostrinucula dependens Weeping False 

Butterflybush



Rostrinucula
dependens

Weeping 

False 

Butterflybush



Queen’s 

Crapemyrtle



Queen’s 

Crapemyrtle 

Hybrids



Magnolia sapaensis



Magnolia kwangtungensis



Magnolia 
foveolata



Magnolia foveolata



Magnolia insignis



Magnolia 
figo var. 

crassipes



Magnolia (sieboldii x insignis)



Magnolia (laevifolia x figo var. crassipes)



Magnolia 

(insignis x 

virginiana) 

‘Katie -O’
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